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LETTER 


POPE 


TO THE 


French K ] N G, 


To our dear Son in Chriſt Jeſus, LEVIS, 
the Moſt Chriſtian King. 


Moit dear Son in Chriſt, bealth 
and cur Apoſtolick Benedifion, 


HE high Exploits of your Royal Valour have drawn 

upon chem the Eyes of all Chriftendom, being a 

great deal of comfort to our Fatherly care, as well 

in regard of the glory of the Army, 2s the hope 

of your Triumph, For confidering, as we do, with much 
gricf the impiety of che Hereticks, living in ſome _w 
- ik. 
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without fear or danger, and exerciſing on others the Laws 
of cruel Government, We now thank the Lord of Hoſts, 
that hath in ſ@ fit an opporifanity made your Majeſty take 
up Arms to maintain the Divinity of the Catholick Religion 
(a fair A prenciipi of a Royal Wartare) and. worthy 4 a 
iſtian ”Whac an hdnjrable thing 1t 1s, Yhac 
hich otfcrs out Yf ({oitneſFand idlendehs ulc ro gaſs 
DelfFhrs, you” Majcſt Id dfoy 
ſo generally, ſo —_ eglin,; Differences, in 
condutting Armies, a tfbTeo #99 [hs ot Hereticks, and 


all not withapt the (| Sek od by whom Kings 
Reign. * OE redible* that he very firſt ſteps 
of = '*1 ſhould &rry you, «Þ 0 troubleſome _ 


high an Enterpriſe, and the Dangers and difficulties which 
ſtop others in their Comer mhogl only —_ as a Spur to 
the greatneſs of your Courag Je. Dear Son, 5p uy p the Re. 
ne&wnyyour hath got, {Clow © od that fighteth 
for y af. fp Ln of are hs by the. Thyndar- 
Bole'of of War, and Buckles of Peace, ſo you may hereafter 
be held the praiſe of [ſrael, and the Glory of the World. 
From the Seat of our Apoſtolick Dignity, whicher it hath 

pleaſed Gad to raiſe! us, 7 unworthy: of'{ great a Grace; we 
abſt your Armies with ou hearts and afleftions, and to our 
Prayers preparethe Divine Remedies,” 4nd though we doubt 
not but your own Vertue will make you conſtant in the 
Work you have begun, ._. 

Nevertheleſs we \ ow thought-good' to add our Exhorta- 
tions, that the World 'may ſe the care we have of the ad- 
vancement of the true Religion, and how willing we are 
to give way to your Glory, you being hitherto infinitely 
bound to God for his bounty towards you, having your 
mind indued with Celeſtial Do&rine, and not with the-bare 
Precepts of Humane Reaſons ; do well know that King- 
doms have their Foundations "upon the truth of' the Or- 
thodox Faith, and indeed unleſs God keep the City what 
Principality can fubfiſt with any aſſurance ? 
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It may; bt exfily,gudeedty Rs A OE AEIKFE, 
ly r0-wefepd the Bggal, Thighs, lg; have. falk thou 
Saints -themic]ve3 eu5opt,4pe n}c mt08& NF, 98, P 
25 in them lay to pat them our yh His 
ſed, yea out of Paradiſe 1t felt, that wit IMp10uF reme- 
rity condemn. laffigyugns wt. gue Forefachers, the Cuſtoms 
of Kings, the Decrgcg of Popes, and the Ceremonies v7 the 
Church : theſe are diſturbers of our Church and the Com- 
mon-weal, and the Reproaches of France, whom the great 
God hath derermined ro be extermined in your Reign; 
Know then that all Exrope (which the event of the Reign 
holds now in ſuſpence) hope ſhortly to hoiſt ſail upon the 
Ocean under your conduct, to the end that place which 
now ſerves for ſanfuary and protection to the Hereticks and 
Rebels may one day ſerve for a mark of your Victory. 

We are conhdently PERS that neither fear nor in- 
conſtancy ſhall ever be able *t Fivert you from the pur. 
ſuir of your Enterpriſe, only we would have you remem- 
ber, that the Saints in Heaven affifts him that takes upon him 
the defence of Religion, and fights-on-his. fide like Fellow- 
Souldiers. The fame God that heretofore hardened the 
Waters like dry Land, and turned the Waters of the Sea 
intoa Wall to give ſafe paſſage to his Childrens Army, will 
certainly be as favourable ro you ; and then we ſhall have 
good cauſe to hope, that after you have eſtabliſhed your 
own Kingdom, and cruſh'd the impiety that is there, 
you may one day win the Orient and the Occident, imi- 
rating the Glory of Your Anceſtors, who have born ever 
as much reſpe& to the Exhortations of Popes, as to the 
Commandments of Saint Lewis, whoſe Name You bear, 
and whoſe ſteps You tollow, invites You to it; fo did 
the firſt of Your Race, who in defending the Apoſtolick 
Auchority, and propagating Chriſtian Religion, laid the 
ſurelt and beſt Foundation of Your Royal Houſe. Follow 
dear Son ( which are the Ornaments of the World) the 
Commandments of Heaven, pour forth your Wrath and in- 

dignation 


(4) 
dignation upot choſe page that have not known God, 
to the end the divine Treaſure of Heaven may beſong to 
you by juſt acquifirion ;- in the mean time we fend yor 
our Apoſtolick BenediQion, 


Given at Rome in Great Saint 
under the Seal of the Fiſher, 


